99mTc-pertechnetate uptake after total knee replacement in rheumatoid arthritis.
In 6 out of 48 non-hinged knee joint replacements in 35 patients, 99mTc04- uptake values were clearly increased compared with a control group. Measurements were performed an average of 3 years (range 9 months - 4 1/2 years) after operation. Four of the six cases showed loosening of the prosthesis at arthrotomy and one showed an infection. Tests for hypersensitivity to the different components of the prosthesis and cement were normal. Histology and immunofluorescence of the synovial membrane obtained at arthrotomy in the four operated patients showed no recurrence of the synovitis. This study indicates that there is no recurrence or only a slight recurrence of rheumatoid synovitis after total knee joint replacement of the geometric type.